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§ 163A-1167.  Counting of provisional official ballots cast due to failure to provide photo 

identification when voting in person. 

(a) Unless disqualified for some other reason provided by law, the county board of 

elections shall find that a voter's provisional official ballot cast as a result of failing to present 

photo identification when voting in person in accordance with G.S. 163A-1145 is valid and 

direct that the provisional ballot be opened and counted in accordance with this Subchapter if 

the voter complies with this section. 

(b) A voter who casts a provisional official ballot wholly or partly as a result of failing 

to present photo identification when voting in person in accordance with G.S. 163A-1145 may 

comply with this section by appearing in person at the county board of elections and doing one 

of the following: 

(1) Presenting photo identification as defined in G.S. 163A-1145(e) that bears 

any reasonable resemblance to the voter. The local election official to whom 

the photo identification is presented shall determine if the photo 

identification bears any reasonable resemblance to that voter. If not, that 

local election official shall comply with G.S. 163A-1146. 

(2) Presenting any of the documents listed in G.S. 163A-1144(a)(2) and 

declaring that the voter has a sincerely held religious objection to being 

photographed. That voter shall also be offered an opportunity to execute a 

declaration under G.S. 163A-1175 for future elections. 

(c) All identification under subsection (b) of this section shall be presented to the 

county board of elections not later than 12:00 noon the day prior to the time set for the 

convening of the election canvass pursuant to G.S. 163A-1172. 

(d) If the county board of elections determines that a voter has also cast a provisional 

official ballot for a cause other than the voter's failure to provide photo identification in 

accordance with G.S. 163A-1145, the county board shall do all of the following: 

(1) Note on the envelope containing the provisional official ballot that the voter 

has complied with the proof of identification requirement. 

(2) Proceed to determine any other reasons for which the provisional official 

ballot was cast provisionally before ruling on the validity of the voter's 

provisional official ballot.  (2013-381, s. 2.8; 2017-6, s. 3.) 


